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USDA to Provide Relief to Small Producers, Processors, 
Distributors, Farmers Markets Impacted by COVID-19  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) announced it will soon publish 
Requests for Applications (RFAs) for the Pandemic Response and Safety (PRS) Grants program to support 
agricultural stakeholders who haven’t yet received substantial federal financial assistance in responding to the 
COVID-19 crisis. This grant program will provide assistance to small businesses in certain commodity areas, 
including small scale specialty crop producers, food processors, manufacturers, distributors and farmers 
markets. 

A grant forecast is now available to help potential applicants determine their eligibility and to prepare to apply 
for funding. Eligible entities should visit the PRS grant portal at usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov for complete 
information on the program, including how to obtain a free of charge DUNS Number from Dun & Bradstreet 
(D&B) BEFORE applying for this program. On September 23, USDA will issue another announcement 
indicating that entities may submit their applications through the grant portal; entities will need their DUNS 
number to submit an application. 

Visit usda-prs.grantsolutions.gov or the AMS website to learn more. 

 

Streamlining How You Find Information on Farmers.gov 
If you’ve been to farmers.gov before, things may look a little different from the last time you were here. We’ve 
made some changes, to improve how you find information so that you can find what you need even more 
easily and efficiently.  

The big, green navigation bar near the top of every page – it’s different now. It opens up, to show descriptions 
and subtopics, making it quicker and easier to figure out what’s where and reduce guessing. Why? Two 
reasons: First, farmers.gov has grown a lot over the years and the old navigation wasn’t designed for the 
load. Second, because you asked for it.  We analyzed your comments through the “Feedback” button on the 
site and tested our new designs and information organization with real farmers and ranchers through surveys 
and live testing sessions.  

Along with the new website navigation, we restructured how our pages and topics are grouped and organized 
to help you easily access the information you need. We also relabeled some of our existing pages using more 
direct language. This means that pages or information you’ve used before may have different labels or be in 
new places.  

Important changes:  

• The old Fund page is now called Loans. The Loans page has information and resources about USDA 
loans, including the Farm Loan Programs.  

• The Recover page is now Protection and Recovery. This page has information to help you prepare 
and recover from natural disasters, and to mitigate risk for your operation.  

• The Conserve page is now Conservation. This page hasn’t changed much and still has information on 
how to implement conservation practices, improve and preserve natural resources, and address 
conservation concerns.  

• The Manage page is now Working With Us. This page connects you with resources that tell you how 
USDA can help you start, expand, enhance, or improve your agricultural operation.  

• The Connect page has been replaced with Your Business, a guide to USDA resources that cater to 
your specific operation.  Information that was on the Connect page has been moved to the Contact 
Us page and the Get Involved page.  
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We are always updating farmers.gov based on your feedback and to stay up-to-date with important USDA 
announcements. We’ve recently created some new webpages, and updated some existing ones, to better 
equip you with the vital information you need. There are even more new pages coming soon, so stay tuned!  

For farmers.gov, we don’t guess what farmers and ranchers want from a website. We start by asking, then 
test our designs with volunteers who are also farmers and ranchers.  

There’s a feedback button on every page of farmers.gov. Based on your feedback, we looked for ways to 
make our site easier to use and to build the information that you’re looking for. Live user testing 
sessions provide data, such as this heatmap, showing where testers tended to click during an exercise.  

You helped us create the new navigation design, the new information organization, and told us how to speak 
using your words, and not legalese.  

Check out farmers.gov today! 

 

USDA Updates Pandemic Assistance for Livestock, Poultry 
Contract Producers and Specialty Crop Growers  

USDA Sets October 12 Deadline for CFAP 2  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 
2) for contract producers of eligible livestock and poultry and producers of specialty crops and other sales-
based commodities. CFAP 2, which assists producers who faced market disruptions in 2020 due to COVID-
19, is part of USDA’s broader Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Additionally, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) has set an Oct. 12 deadline for all eligible producers to apply for or modify applications 
for CFAP 2.  

Assistance for Contract Producers    

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, provides up to $1 billion for payments to contract producers of 
eligible livestock and poultry for revenue losses from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020. Contract producers 
of broilers, pullets, layers, chicken eggs, turkeys, hogs and pigs, ducks, geese, pheasants and quail may be 
eligible for assistance. This update includes eligible breeding stock and eggs of all eligible poultry types 
produced under contract.     

Payments for contract producers were to be based on a comparison of eligible revenue for the periods of Jan. 
1, 2019, through Dec. 27, 2019, and Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 27, 2020. Today’s changes mean contract 
producers can now elect to use eligible revenue from the period of Jan. 1, 2018, through Dec. 27, 2018, 
instead of that date range in 2019 if it is more representative. This change is intended to provide flexibility and 
make the program more equitable for contract producers who had reduced revenue in 2019 compared to a 
normal production year. The difference in revenue is then multiplied by 80% to determine a final payment. 
Payments to contract producers may be factored if total calculated payments exceed the available funding 
and will be made after the application period closes. 

Additional flexibilities have been added to account for increases to operation size in 2020 and situations 
where a contract producer did not have a full period of revenue from Jan. 1 to Dec. 27 for either 2018 or 
2019. Assistance is also available to new contract producers who began their farming operation in 2020.   

Updates for Sales-Based Commodities    

USDA is amending the CFAP 2 payment calculation for sales-based commodities, which are primarily 
comprised of by specialty crops, to allow producers to substitute 2018 sales for 2019 sales. Previously, 
payments for producers of sales-based commodities were based only on 2019 sales, with 2019 used as an 
approximation of the amount the producer would have expected to market in 2020. Giving producers the 
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option to substitute 2018 sales for this approximation, including 2018 crop insurance indemnities and 2018 
crop year Noninsured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program 
Plus (WHIP+) payments,  provides additional flexibility to producers of sales-based commodities who had 
reduced sales in 2019. 

Grass seed has also been added as an eligible sales commodity for CFAP 2. A complete list of all eligible 
sales-based commodities can be found at farmers.gov/cfap2/commodities. Producers of sales-based 
commodities can modify existing applications.   

Applying for Assistance    

Newly eligible producers who need to submit a CFAP 2 application or producers who need to modify an 
existing one can do so by contacting their local FSA office. Producers can find their local FSA office by 
visiting farmers.gov/service-locator. Producers can also obtain one-on-one support with applications by 
calling 877-508-8364. All new and modified CFAP 2 applications are due by the Oct. 12 deadline.  

 

Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Under 
WHIP+ and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality 
Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 2020 
crop years, you are required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or Non-Insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both the 2022 and 2023 
crop years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage Agreement) was 
submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if available, or NAP coverage if 
federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location county 
of the crop that received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA Office to inquire 
about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by the sales/application closing 
date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable crop, plus 
interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting the RMA 
website. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Costs for 
Organic Certification 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for USDA 
funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the Organic Certification 
Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for eligible certification expenses paid between Oct. 1, 2020, and 
Sept. 30, 2021, are due Nov. 1, 2021.  

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of agricultural products for the costs of 
obtaining or maintaining organic certification under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers 
include any certified producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited 
certifying agent. Producers can be reimbursed for expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees 
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related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, 
sales assessments and postage.  

For 2021, OCCSP will reimburse 50 percent of a certified operation’s allowable certification costs, up to a 
maximum of $500 for each of the following categories or “scopes:”   

• crops  
• wild crops  
• livestock  
• processing/handling  
• State organic program fees. 

Organic farmers and ranchers may apply through an FSA county office or a participating state agency.   

More Information  

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, visit usda.gov/organic, 
or contact your local USDA Service Center.  

 

USDA Announces Pandemic Assistance for Timber 
Harvesters and Haulers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is providing up to $200 million to provide relief to timber 
harvesting and timber hauling businesses that have experienced losses due to COVID-19 as part of USDA’s 
Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Loggers and truckers can apply for assistance through USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 22 through Oct. 15, 2021. The Pandemic Assistance for Timber Harvesters 
and Haulers program (PATHH) is administered by FSA in partnership with the U.S. Forest Service. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized this critical assistance for the timber industry. Timber 
harvesting and hauling businesses that have experienced a gross revenue loss of at least 10% during the 
period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2020, compared to the period of Jan. 1 and Dec. 1, 2019, are encouraged to 
apply. 

Program Details 

To be eligible for payments, individuals or legal entities must be a timber harvesting or timber hauling 
business where 50% or more of its gross revenue is derived from one or more of the following: 

• Cutting timber. 
• Transporting timber. 
• Processing of wood on-site on the forest land (chipping, grinding, converting to biochar, cutting to 

smaller lengths, etc.). 

Payments will be based on the applicant’s gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2019, through Dec. 1, 2019, 
minus gross revenue received from Jan. 1, 2020, through Dec. 1, 2020, multiplied by 80%. FSA will issue an 
initial payment equal to the lesser of the calculated payment amount or $2,000 as applications are approved. 
A second payment will be made after the signup period has ended based upon remaining PATHH funds. 

The maximum amount that a person or legal entity may receive directly is $125,000. 

Applying for Assistance 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb5d6f41a717e4ee8119408d95688e80e%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637635968572287832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&reserved=0&sdata=cgLaWVgjShzAKP23%2FaThYszdg3Bok64KlxCPutb%2FLhc%3D&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Foccsp%2Findex%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Dgovdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usda.gov/topics/organic?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/service-center-locator?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Loggers and truckers can apply for PATHH beginning on July 22 by completing form FSA-1118, Pandemic 
Assistance for Timber Harvesters and Haulers Program application, and certifying to their gross revenue for 
2019 and 2020 on the application. Additional documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/pathh for 
more information on how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery, or via electronic means. To find a local FSA office, loggers and truckers can visit 
farmers.gov/service-locator. They can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready 
to offer assistance. 

 

Foreign Buyers Notification 
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural 
land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. Foreign persons who have purchased or sold 
agricultural land in the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within 90 days of the closing. 
Failure to submit the AFIDA form could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property. County government offices, realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions 
are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements. The data gained from these 
disclosures is used in the preparation of periodic reports to the President and Congress concerning the effect 
of such holdings upon family farms and rural communities. Click here for more information on AFIDA. 

 

Obtaining Payments due to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all program 
conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of precedence for the 
representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form FSA-325 
to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify that the application, contract, 
loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by 
the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the deceased 
participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to submit the 
form. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program participant’s 
tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed 
by the deceased. 
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FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program benefits that 
may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared incompetent. 

 

FSA Outlines MAL and LDP Policy  
The 2018 Farm Bill extends loan authority through 2023 for Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) and Loan 
Deficiency Payments (LDPs). 
 
MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and other 
oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALs provide you with interim financing after 
harvest to help you meet cash flow needs without having to sell your commodities when market prices are 
typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan, but agrees to forgo the loan, may 
obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar 
and extra-long staple cotton. 
 
FSA is now accepting requests for 2021 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest. Requests 
for loans and LDPs shall be made on or before the final availability date for the respective commodities. 

To be considered eligible for an LDP, you must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at your local FSA 
Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be submitted when 
payment is requested. 

Marketing loan gains (MLGs) and loan deficiency payments (LDPs) are no longer subject to payment 
limitations, actively engaged in farming and cash-rent tenant rules. 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions state that if your total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds 
$900,000, then you’re not eligible to receive an MLG or LDP. You must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn 
a market gain of LDP. The AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange. 

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Loan Maturity for Marketing Assistance Loans  
Typically, Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs) mature on demand, but no later than the last day of the 9th 
calendar month after the month the MAL is disbursed.  However, with the passage of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021, agricultural producers now have additional time to repay MALs. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 provides an extension of the MAL maturity to 12 months.  This 
extension is applicable to nonrecourse loans for all commodities except seed cotton and sugar.  Eligible open 
loans must be in good standing with a maturity date on or after July 31, 2021.  New crop year loans (2021) 
requested by September 30, 2021, will also be eligible for the twelve-month maturity.  

All current, active loans will automatically be extended the additional three months.  Producers who prefer a 
nine-month loan maturity will need to notify their local FSA county office.  Loans that are requested after 
September 30, 2021, will have a nine-month maturity. 

MALs have a maximum loan maturity term of 12 months, therefore loans that had the maturity extended 
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability Act of 2020 (CARES Act) are not eligible for an 
additional extension.  

Eligible commodities include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland), dry peas, grain 
sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium grain), soybeans, unshorn pelts, 



wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including canola, crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, 
rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame seed.  Seed cotton and sugar are not eligible. 

For more information on MALs, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is heaped up, 
airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

If you take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral, remember that you are 
responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term of the loan. 

 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain Results in Financial 
Penalties  
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior written 
authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The financial penalties for 
unauthorized dispositions are severe and your name will be placed on a loan violation list for a two-year 
period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 

Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of normal 
mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were 
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult 
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established percentages 
reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2022. 

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


 

Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in 58 South Dakota Counties are eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) benefits on small grain, native pasture, forage sorghum and improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting 
documentation no later than January 30, 2022, for 2021 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact your local USDA 
Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered 
by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of 
purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, 
additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and additional cost associated with 
gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed 
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive 
losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to 
an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2021, you must 
file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses) 
• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2022 

 

Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them 
updated. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive 
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable documentation 
of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to your local 
FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you 
must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and 
should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 

Report Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Losses 
NAP provides financial assistance to you for crops that aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against 
lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, 
excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), 
among others. 

To receive payment, you had to purchase NAP coverage for 2021 crops and file a notice of loss the earlier of 
15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest 
date. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed 
Forage Producers with NAP Coverage 
For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who elect to 
use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to establish their loss 
are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA.  However, a CCC-576 Application for 
Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the coverage period ends. 

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still must 
timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first becomes 
apparent or within 15 days of harvest. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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ELAP Covers Losses from Additional Cost of Transporting 
Water to Livestock  
If you’ve incurred additional operating costs for transporting water to livestock due to an eligible drought, 
assistance may be available to you through the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP). 

An eligible drought means that part or all of your county is designated D3 (extreme drought) or higher as 
indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor. 

Eligible livestock must be adult or non-adult dairy cattle, beef cattle, buffalo and beefalo, as well as alpacas, 
deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer, or sheep. Additionally, the livestock must have been owned 
60 calendar days prior to the beginning of the drought and be physically located in the county designated as a 
disaster area due to drought. Adequate livestock watering systems or facilities must have existed before the 
drought occurred and producers are only eligible if they do not normally transport water to the livestock. 

Livestock that were or would have been in a feedlot are not eligible for transporting water. ELAP covers the 
additional cost of transporting water and does not cover the cost of the water itself. 

You must file a notice of loss on form CCC-851 the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent to 
you or by Jan. 31, 2022.  Additionally, the deadline to submit an application for payment for 2020 ELAP 
assistance is Jan. 31, 2022. 

You’ll have to provide documentation to FSA that shows the method used to transport the water, the number 
of gallons of water transported and the number of eligible livestock to which water was transported. 

To make an appointment to sign up for ELAP and to learn more about eligibility, application and 
documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA to Provide Pandemic Assistance to Livestock 
Producers for Animal Losses  
Livestock and poultry producers who suffered losses during the pandemic due to insufficient access to 
processing can apply for assistance for those losses and the cost of depopulation and disposal of the 
animals. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Vilsack announced the Pandemic Livestock 
Indemnity Program (PLIP) in [recorded] remarks at the National Pork Industry Conference in Wisconsin Dells, 
WI.  The announcement is part of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Livestock and poultry 
producers can apply for assistance through USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) July 20 through Sept. 17, 
2021. 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, authorized payments to producers for losses of livestock or 
poultry depopulated from March 1, 2020 through December 26, 2020, due to insufficient processing access 
as a result of the pandemic. PLIP payments will be based on 80% of the fair market value of the livestock and 
poultry and for the cost of depopulation and disposal of the animal. Eligible livestock and poultry include 
swine, chickens and turkeys. 

PLIP Program Details 

http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Eligible livestock must have been depopulated from March 1, 2020, through December 26, 2020, due to 
insufficient processing access as a result of the pandemic. Livestock must have been physically located in the 
U.S. or a territory of the U.S. at the time of depopulation. 

Eligible livestock owners include persons or legal entities who, as of the day the eligible livestock was 
depopulated, had legal ownership of the livestock. Packers, live poultry dealers and contract growers are not 
eligible for PLIP. 

PLIP payments compensate participants for 80% of both the loss of the eligible livestock or poultry and for the 
cost of depopulation and disposal based on a single payment rate per head.  PLIP payments will be 
calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible livestock or poultry by the payment rate per head, and 
then subtracting the amount of any payments the eligible livestock or poultry owner has received for disposal 
of the livestock or poultry under the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) or a state program. The payments will also be reduced by any Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program (CFAP 1 and 2) payments paid on the same inventory of swine that were depopulated. 

There is no per person or legal entity payment limitation on PLIP payments. To be eligible for payments, a 
person or legal entity must have an average adjusted gross income (AGI) of less than $900,000 for tax years 
2016, 2017 and 2018. 

 Applying for Assistance 

Eligible livestock and poultry producers can apply for PLIP starting July 20, 2021, by completing the FSA-620, 
Pandemic Livestock Indemnity Program application, and submitting it to any FSA county office. Additional 
documentation may be required. Visit farmers.gov/plip for a copy of the Notice of Funding Availability and 
more information on how to apply. 

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, hand 
delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-locator. Livestock and 
poultry producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer 
assistance. 

 

Applying for NAP Payments  
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for crops that 
aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural 
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and 
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline using form 
CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. 
Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must 
provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the 
crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or 
used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or 
zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of 
form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days 

http://www.farmers.gov/plip?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For 
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and 
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered 
crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of 
production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than 
intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 

 

Fall Acreage Reporting Deadline 
November 15, 2021: Fall Acreage Reporting Deadline for Fall-Seeded Small Grains 

 

Borrower Training for Farm Loan Customers 
Borrower training is available for all Farm Service Agency (FSA) customers. This training is required for all 
direct loan applicants, unless the applicant has a waiver issued by the agency.  

Borrower training includes instruction in production and financial management. The purpose is to help the 
applicants develop and improve skills that are necessary to successfully operate a farm and build equity in 
the operation. It aims to help the producer become financially successful. Borrower training is provided, for a 
fee, by agency approved vendors. Contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager for a list of approved 
vendors.   

 

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans are 
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and 
those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, 
equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand eligibility 
requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans 
provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm 
Service Agency (FSA). 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 
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